For now in custody saga,
a mother’s Slgh of relief

The little American girl who
faced deportation to Argentina this
week received a reprieve yesterday
because her father — who wants
her in South America so he can
gain custody of the G-year-old child
— is in the Union County jail and
can't make bail,

The federal deportation pro-
ceedings scheduled to begin in
Newark yesterday were put off
until Mareh because Arianna
Adan’s father, Ariel Adan, was ar-
rested Saturday six blocks from her
home in Elizabeth.

His lawyer, Walter Lesnevich of
Hackensack, told a federal judge
vesterday that Arlel Adan, 45,
could not make the $12,500 bail
needed to get out of jail on con-
tempt charges in time to make the
federal hearing,

Lesnevich said he knew little of
his client's arrest, but Arlanna's
mother, Elena Mazza, said she
called police Saturday after she
learned Ariel, who lives in Buenos
Alres, was in her neighborhood.
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Mazza had
earlier obtained
restraining or-
ders to keep him
away from her
and her daugh-
ter.

“I wasn't
going to walt
until he slit my
throat,” Mazza
said yesterday,

“As soon as [ learned he was in
the neighborhood, I called the po-
lice,”" she said. “His lawyer is in
Hackensack and he's staying with
relatives in Paterson — what was
he doing in Elizabeth so close to
where I live? I am sure he was com-
ing after me and my daughter.”

Lesnevich said Adan was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant
only hours after he amrived here
from Argentina to attend this
week's federal court hearing. He
called the charges against his client
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Deportation hearing
pushed to March

“a minor contempt matter.”

The lawyer said the warrant was
issued because of Adan's faflure to
abide by terms of probation im-
posed the last time he pleaded
guilty to violating a restraining
order to stay away from Mazza, In
that incident, which happened
while he was here for the last fed-
eral court hearing, he tried to break
into a safe room maintained by
Union County officials to protect
victims of abuse and was arrested
by sherifl's officers,

Mazza's lawyer, Elliot Gourvitz
of Springfield, said Adan was in
Elizabeth “stalking” her and de-
manded the case seeking the little
girl's deportation be dismissed,

Distriet Court Judge William H.
Walls refused to dismiss the case
and said he was determined to
hold a hearing on the litigation that
has gone on for nearly two years.

“This case is going to be fully
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addressed,” Walls sald. “All T's will For yesterday’s hearing, she had
be crossed and all I's will be dot- an Argentinian lawyer flown in
ted.” He said he would not go from Buenos Aires to testify that,
ahead with the case if Adan could  under the South American coun-
not be there, try's law, Mazza had sole custody
“I am not interested in why he's  of the child and her father had no
been arrested,” Walls said. rights recognizable in Argentinian
Walls' earlier decision to deport  courts. Mazza also had to hire an
Arianna, a born American eitizen,  interpreter because her expert
was overtumed by the 3rd Cireuit  could not speak English,
Court, of Appeals. The appellate “T don't know whether she can
Judges ruled the judge failed both ~ afford to bring him back here
to determine whether Adan had again,” Gourvitz told the judge,
any custody rights and whether he ~ Walls said he would consider re-
abused her and her mother, also an  quiring Adan to pay for some of
American, Mazza's legal costs, but only after
Gourvitz argued the delay was ~ the hearing was conducted.
“greatly prejudicial” to Mazza and The case comes under the
the case was leaving his client pen-  Hague Convention on the Civil As-
niless because of continuing legal ~ Pects of International Child Abduc-
oosts, tion, a treaty designed to prevent
“She’s had to beg and borrow ~ Parents from abducting children to
to pay for all of this,” Gourvitz said ~ countries whether their spouses’
about Mazza, 42, who drives an ice ~ Ti8NtS are denjed.
cream delivery truck. Arianna was bom in the United
Although he owns apartment States. Her mother, also an Ameri-
buildings in Buenos Aires, Argen- cmnmveﬂtnﬂrguntummh_
Unahaﬁpaidﬁdﬂn's]egal and ﬁdﬂ]mtﬂﬂdhm&e.stlﬂsmﬂ,hﬁ'
travel expenses because he abused her and her daughtgr_. Her
brought the case under an interna-  C0Urt Papers include restraining or-
tional treaty. Mazza, however, has ~ 0°rS She obtained in Argentina
had to pay her legal expenses. The where, she argued, the police failed
two never married. to enforce them.
__ The court papers also include
restraining orders brought against
Adan from a former wife and live-in
girifriend,
Mazza said she was “happy”
about the delay.
“At least I kmow Arianna can
stay at home with me and can stay
in school for another six months,”

she said, “And I know, at least for
now, Ariel is where he can't hurt
us."
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