| For now in custody saga,

e
it

a mother’s sigh of relief

The litle American gt whe
faced deporiation to Arpentina this
week recelved o reprieve yesterday
because her father — who wants

' her in South America so he ran |

gain custody of the 8-year-old child
~ 18 In the Union County jail and

- can't make bail.

The federal deporfation pro-
ceedings scheduled to begin in
Newark vesterday were put off
until March becguse Arianna
Adan’s father, Ariel Adun, was ar-
rested Baburday six biocks from her
home in Elizabeth.

His lawyver, Waiker Lesnevieh of
Hackensack, told a feders! judge

yesterday thab Ariel Adan, 45,

eonld nob make the $12,500 bail
needed to get out of jall on eon-
tempt charges in time to make the
federal hearing.

Lasnevich said he knew Httle of
jis client's amrest, but Adanna's
mother, Flena Mazza, sald she
learned Arlel, who lives in Buenos
Alres, was in her neighborhood,

Mazzz had
eartier obigined
restraining  or-

ders to kesp him

Bos
Brarm

sald yesterday.

“As soon as I learmed he was in
the neighborbood, I ealied the po-
lice,” she said. “His lawyer Is in
Hackensack and he's staying with
refatives in Paterson — what was
he doing in Blizabeth so close to
where IHve? I am sure he was com-
ing after me and my dagghter.”

Lesnevich said Adan was ar
rested on an outstanding warrant
only hours after he armved here
from Argentina to attend this
week's federal court hearing He
called the charges against his client

[S¢e BRAUR, Page 18}

addressed,” Walls said. “AR T's will For yesterday’s hearing, she had
; ét‘};cmmd aia;ga al fﬁz gﬁi‘b& dot- an Argentinian lawyer flown in
~ONTINUED Fie ey " He said he would not go from Buenos Alves to testily that,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15 ﬁﬁm&mmyn vold  undacthe Stk Ay estily that
r . it be there, try's law, Mazza had sole eustody
| Deportation hearing ™0 seeveamunynes i i o astody
pushed to March  been arrested,” Walls said. rights recognizable in Argentinian
: Walls' earfier decision todeport  courts. Mazza also had to hire an
“s minor contempt matter.” Arianna, a born American citizen,  interpreter because her expert
The lawyer said the warrant was  Was overtumed by the 3rd Cireuit  could not speak English,
| issupd because of Adan’s fflure o Court of Appeals. The appellate “I don't know whether ghe san
| abide by terms of probation im- Judges ruled the judge failed both  afford to bring him back here
- posed the Jast time he pleaded to determine whether Adan had again,” Gowrvils told the judgs,
| guilty to violating a restraining any custody rights and whetherhe  Walls said he would consider re-
order to stay away from Mazzs, In  abused her and her mother, slsoan  Quiring Adan to pay for some of
that incident, which happened Amerean. _ Mazza's legal costs, but only after
while he was here for the Tast fed- Gourvitz argued the delay was  the hearing was eonducted.
- eral court hearing, he tried to break  “greatly prejudicial” to Mazza and ‘Fhe case comes under the
into a safe room maintained by the case was leaving his client pen-  Hague Convention on the Chil As-
Union County officials to protect niless because of vontinuing legal ~ Pects of International Child Abdug-
victims of abuse and was arested  costs. bion, a treaty designed to prevent
by sheriff’s officers, “Ghe’s had tobeg and borrow  Parents from abducting children to
Mazza’s lawyer, Elliot Gourvitz 1o pay for all of this,” Gourvitz said countries whether their spouses’
of Springfield, said Adan wasin ~ aboul Mazaa, 42, who drivesanice  FIENES are dended.
Elizabeth “stalking” her and de- creamn delivery truck. Arianng was bom in the United
manded the case seeking the little Although he owns spartment ~ States. Her mother, also an Amerj-
girl’s deportation be dismissed, buildings in Buenos Aires, Argen-  S&0, Moved to Argentina with :
District Court Judge Willlam H.  tina has paid Adan’s legal and Adan but fled because, she said, he
Walls refuused to dismiss the case travel expenses becatise he abused her and her daughter, Her
and said he was determined to brought the case under an interna. SOt Dapers include restraiming or-
hiold a hearing on the litigation that  tional treaty. Mazza, however, has  U¢rs she obtained in Argentina
hias gone on for nearly two years.  had to pay her legal expenses The  HeTe, she argued, the police failed
“This caseis goingtobe fully  two never marrled, toenforce them.



In custody of forces
beyond her world

A 1 Elizabeth first-grader, a
borm American who lives
with her mother and grand-

mother, faces deportation and fos-
ter home placement in Argentina
this weel

The fate of §-year-old Arianna
Adan rests with a federal judge in
Newark who ordered her deporta-
tion once before, The decision by
Judge William Walls was over-
turned by en appellate panel that
ordered a new hearing. That hear-
Ing opens Wednesday.

The appeals judges ruled Walls
hacl falled both to determine
whether Arianna’s father — an Ar-
gentinlan citiven seeking the girl's
deportation so he can gain custody
in Argentinian courts — had any
custedy rights recogrizable here
and whether the ¢hld and her
mother had been sexually abused

while living with
nim.

In prefimi-
nary proceed-
ines earlier this
year, Walls said
he would follow

: 4 case that re-
Bos sulted In the de-
Braun portation of a
child in similar
circumstances, aithough that chitd
- was not an American,
And, despite the allegations of
abuse, no third-party child welfare
agency has investigated what mey

have happened {o the chiid. Ad-
anna herself has never been ques-
tioned by the judge.
Her mother, Elena Mazza, also
is an American. She was never
[See BRAUN, Page 18]
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Her wﬁrici of treaties
and courtrooms

married to the child's father, but
moved to Argenting with him after
Arignna was bom,

Mazza says no chitd wellare

agency has wanted to take the case .

because the allered abuse took
place in Argenting before she fled
here with her dauphber,

“Bveryone tells me they have no
Jurisdiction,” says Mazzs,

She hag, howaver, filed reparts
- from private therapists treating her
dauphiter for the effects of abusge,
The child’s father, Ariel Adan, has
ﬁemedammngﬁheahﬁd

He did, however, admit violating
az‘&sﬁmmingmﬁeraimed at keep-
ing him away from Mazza, While in
the Union County courthouse
awaiting a hearing on the violation,
- he fried to break into a room where
vietims of domestic viglence are
kept safe and was charged again.
His lawyer explained Adan was
“emotionally overwrought” and
was mersly trying to speak with
Mazza.

The cage comes under an inter-
national treaty known as the
| Hague Convention on the Civil As-
pects of International Child Abdue.
Hom. It was originally designed to
prevent parents from abducting
‘children to countries where thelr
spouses had no Jegal rights,

More recently, however, some
legal experts and organizations —
inclading the NOW mgaim,@e
Pund (tow known as Legal Mo-
mentiim) - have warned the
Hague Convention has been used
by men to prevent women and chil-
tlren from escaping abuse,

In the past, American conris
have looked only at whether the
children were taken from their “ha-
- bitual residence.” Absent proofof
“grave risk” of direet harm to the
children, the eourts have ordered

A recent New York case, how-
ever, sided with a French mother
who said she escaped from abuse .
by her?msbaﬁd.’rhef&dmm
ordered her ¢ also French
citizens, keptin the United Btates
hecatise, the fjudge ruled, nothing
French authorities could do could
prevent psyehologieal harm to the
children because of the sbuse di-
rected at thelr mother.,

8o far, however, Walls has ig-
nored that precedent in favor of an-
-obber that did result in the retum
of children to Argenting.

Mazza contends that, when she
lived in Buenos Aires, she was
abused by Adan but that local au-
thorities failed to act. She includes
in her court papers a restraining

AWMW&M%I‘I,
6, wiho s the subject of an
imemational cusindy battle,

order against Ardanna’s fabher from
Buenos Alres, 1t refers to “the fa-
ther's pathology™ that, along with
the inability of the eeupie to get
along, “exposes the minor child,
their daughter, to actual and po-
tential risk sitmations.”

Adan has admitied he had drug
p{gglﬂn butmwﬁéz he has been

The emm: papers also include a
California domestic violenice re-
straining order obfained in 1985
against Adan from 2 previous wife
and another obtained in 1996 from
a woman with whom he Bved.
‘Mazza has obtained new restrain-
ing orders against him in New Jee-

ey,
Adan's lawyer argues that the
Argentine cotrts can and should
deal with any allegations of abuse
againgt Mazza or her davghter, a8
well as with custody. His file con-
tains g letter from an Argentine
jﬁﬂg&in&iea!ﬁnghi&mttmgm
teot Arfanna,

It’s the same judge who pro-
vided Mazza's attorney with a copy
of the restraining order against

. Arlel Adan, Mazza sald she fled Ar-

genting after the local police fafled
to enfyree the restraining order,
Adaz;whommntalprm
tes in Buenos Aires, has had his -
mmmwﬂma@mﬁm
gw&nmmmderghﬂemwfme
Hague Convention, Mazza, who
drives an ice cream delivery truck

- and lives in an Elizabeth rental

apartment, has had to pay her own
legal bills and says she still owes
her attorney more than $75,000.

She says she hag no money to
go to Argenting to fight a custody
ease there,

The bulef by Adan's lawyer ends
with the reqguest that, if his client
mmgmmdmw:;gmmbe
spectfilly request that the child
pim:eﬂﬁnﬁgnmm,nmtapm .

ﬁaﬁﬁ‘mnn’smimammf
Monday and Thursday, He may be
Wﬁmfm&dmmmm
af {9731 392 4281,



